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���@�“We always value the opportunity to contribute 
to important investigations such as this one, where 
the thorough and painstaking work of our forensic 
scientists yields results that otherwise could have 
been missed.”
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1. “Just wanted to thank you for such a  
 carefully prepared, thorough report. I didn’t  

 give you a lot of time to deal with such a   
 mass of samples in what is a complicated  
 case but we are very happy with the result.  
 Thank you for the obvious amount of work   
 and time you put into it.”
 Ken Foot, Barrister, London Borough 
 of Barnet
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“Just to let you know that Amina Muse was sent 
to prison for four years and six months. I want to 
thank you for all your work in this case. It is the 
��������	��
������
	����	������
��	���
	������	�
that I have seen your work challenged and I was 
very impressed along with Mr Evans our barrister 
with the way that you explained the evidence, 
especially the charts you presented to the jury. 
I could see the jury using your comparisons for 
other documents that they were given after your 
evidence! I know that your evidence was crucial in 
securing our conviction. In summing up the judge 
made reference to your certainty as an expert 
that Muse was completing the claim forms in both 
identities. Once again thanks for all your help.”
Steve Thompson, 
Department for Work and Pensions 
Investigator
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“This is a fantastic accolade for John and the rest of  
the Culham drugs team. Their keen attitude, speed,  
thoroughness and accuracy under  
demanding timescales is highly  
commendable 
– congratulations on your 
well-deserved award.”
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Team Focus – Sexual Offences

Since January 2008, LGC Forensics has offered 
the services of Sexual Offences Forensic Advisors 
(SOFA) who focus their efforts on the provision of  
information and guidance relating to the investigation 
and assessment of sexual offence cases.

Enhanced Sexual Offences Services available 
from LGC Forensics include:

•	 24/7 advice and support including pre-submission 	
	 advice to help streamline submissions to ensure 	
	 best evidence

•	 Bespoke training courses tailored to meet the 	
	 needs of different police personnel including First  
	 Response Officers, Crime Scene Investigators,  
	 Crime Investigators, Specially Trained  
	 Officers, Sexual Offence Liaison Officers  
	 (SOLOs), Independent Sexual Violence Advisers  

	 (ISVAs), Police Force Rape Champions and  
	 Domestic Violence Officers, Forensic Physicians, 	
 	 Forensic Nurses, General Physicians and Health 	
	 Care Professionals

•	 Advice and consultation regarding the set up and
	 design of police medical examination facilities  
	 and sexual assault referral centres

•	 Providing on-going DNA environmental 
	 monitoring of police medical examination facilities  
	 and including sexual assault referral centres

•	 Preliminary forensic assessment of historical 
	 cases as potential candidates for cold case  
	 reviews.

LGC Forensics’ SOFAs attend relevant conferences 
to share their knowledge and experience, but are 

also responsible for reviewing forensic casework 
to establish best practise. This, in turn, feeds into  
LGC Forensics’ research and development (R&D) 
programme, where key areas of research have been 
identified, based on the team’s shared casework  
experience.

Members of LGC Forensics’ Sexual Offences team 
sit on various National Level Committees and 
meet with other forensic service providers, forensic  
medical examiners and representatives of ACPO 
to share knowledge and establish best practise for 
all forces across the country. One example of this  
collaboration includes the Faculty of Forensic and 
Legal Medicine Forensic Science Committee where 
the team have assisted in the writing of guidelines 
used in the collection of forensic samples from  
individuals involved in sexual crime investigations.

Rebbeca MayfieldNikki Peake Sarah Kalargeros Stephanie Sherwood Pauline StevensLynne Hingley
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