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1. Introduction 
 

Regulation (EC) No. 882/2004 on official controls performed to ensure the verification of 
compliance with feed and food law, animal health and animal welfare rules established a 
network of European and National Reference laboratories. Regulation (EC) No 
882/2004 was repealed with effect from 14 December 2019 and replaced by Regulation (EU) 
2017/625 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure the application 
of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection 
products. Regulation 2017/625 supplements Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 laying down the 
general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety 
Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety, aims for a high level of: 

 protection of human, animal and plant health and of the environment via veterinary 
and phytosanitary measures; 

 consumer protection in the internal market; and 

 animal welfare along the agri-food chain. 
 

In each area of food and feed control an EU Reference Laboratory (EURL) is identified to 
coordinate activities in this area. They are supported by a network of National Reference 
Laboratories (NRLs) which co-ordinate activities within their own member state and 
contribute to the European wide activities. NRLs are nominated by the Competent 
Authorities in the respective Member state. In the UK, the Competent Authority for feed 
additives is the Food Standards Agency (FSA. 

The duties of the EURLs and NRLs are set out in legislation however their principal role is to 
provide analytical and scientific support to ensure that food and feed control is carried out 
effectively and in a harmonised manner, across the EU member states.  

Article 94 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 describes the responsibilities and tasks of EURLs as 
follows: 

1. EURLs shall contribute to the improvement and harmonisation of methods of 
analysis, test or diagnosis to be used by official laboratories designated in 
accordance with Article 37(1) and of the analytical, testing and diagnostic data 
generated by them.  

2. EURLs designated in accordance with Article 93(1) shall be responsible for the 
following tasks insofar as they are included in the reference laboratories’ annual or 
multiannual work programmes that have been established in conformity with the 
objectives and priorities of the relevant work programmes adopted by the 
Commission in accordance with Article 36 of Regulation (EU) No 652/2014:  

(a) providing NRLs with details and guidance on the methods of laboratory analysis, 
testing or diagnosis, including reference methods;  

(b) providing reference materials to NRLs;  

(c) coordinating the application by the NRLs and, if necessary, by other official 
laboratories of the methods referred to in point (a), in particular, by organising regular 
inter- laboratory comparative testing or proficiency tests and by ensuring appropriate 
follow-up of such comparative testing or proficiency tests in accordance, where 
available, with internationally accepted protocols, and informing the Commission and 
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the Member States of the results and follow-up to the inter-laboratory comparative 
testing or proficiency tests;  

(d) coordinating practical arrangements necessary to apply new methods of 
laboratory analysis, testing or diagnosis, and informing NRLs of advances in this 
field;  

(e) conducting training courses for staff from NRLs and, if needed, from other official 
laboratories, as well as of experts from third countries;  

(f) providing scientific and technical assistance to the Commission within the scope of 
their mission;  

(g) providing information on relevant national, Union and international research 
activities to NRLs;  

(h) collaborating within the scope of their mission with laboratories in third countries 
and with the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), the European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC);  

(i) assisting actively in the diagnosis of outbreaks in Member States of foodborne, 
zoonotic or animal diseases, or of pests of plants, by carrying out confirmatory 
diagnosis, characterisation and taxonomic or epizootic studies on pathogen isolates 
or pest specimens;  

(j) coordinating or performing tests for the verification of the quality of reagents and 
lots of reagents used for the diagnosis of foodborne, zoonotic or animal diseases and 
pests of plants;  

(k) where relevant for their area of competence, establishing and maintaining:  

(i) reference collections of pests of plants and/or reference strains of 
pathogenic agents;  

(ii) reference collections of materials intended to come into contact with food 
used to calibrate analytical equipment and provide samples thereof to NRLs  

(iii) up-to-date lists of available reference substances and reagents and of 
manufacturers and suppliers of such substances and reagents; and  

(l) where relevant for their area of competence, cooperate among themselves and 
with the Commission, as appropriate, to develop methods of analysis, testing or 
diagnosis of high standards.  

3. EURLs shall publish the list of the NRLs designated by the Member States in 
accordance with Article 100(1). 

 

Article 101 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 describes the responsibilities and tasks of NRLs as 
follows:  

(a) collaborate with the EURLs, and participate in training courses and in inter-
laboratory comparative tests organised by these laboratories;  

(b) coordinate the activities of official laboratories designated in accordance with 
Article 37(1) with a view of harmonising and improving the methods of laboratory 
analysis, test or diagnosis and their use;  
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(c) where appropriate, organise inter-laboratory comparative testing or proficiency 
tests between official laboratories, ensure an appropriate follow-up of such tests and 
inform the competent authorities of the results of such tests and follow-up;  

(d) ensure the dissemination to the competent authorities and official laboratories of 
information that the EURL supplies;  

(e) provide within the scope of their mission scientific and technical assistance to the 
competent authorities for the implementation of MANCPs referred to in Article 109 
and of coordinated control programmes adopted in accordance with Article 112;  

(f) where relevant, validate the reagents and lots of reagents, establish and maintain 
up-to-date lists of available reference substances and reagents and of manufacturers 
and suppliers of such substances and reagents;  

(g) where necessary, conduct training courses for the staff of official laboratories 
designated under Article 37(1); and  

(h) assist actively the Member State having designated them in the diagnosis of 
outbreaks of foodborne, zoonotic or animal diseases or of pests of plants and in case 
of non-compliance of consignments, by carrying out confirmatory diagnoses, 
characterisation and epizootic or taxonomic studies on pathogen isolates or pest 
specimens.  

 

LGC currently holds the NRL roles for feed additives – control and authorisation. Regulation 
(EC) No. 1831/2003 on additives for use in animal nutrition describes ‘feed additives’ as 
substances, micro-organisms or preparations, other than feed material and premixtures, 
which are intentionally added to feed or water in order to perform, in particular, one or more 
of the following functions: 

(a) favourably affect the characteristics of feed, 

(b) favourably affect the characteristics of animal products, 

(c) favourably affect the colour of ornamental fish and birds, 

(d) satisfy the nutritional needs of animals, 

(e) favourably affect the environmental consequences of animal production, 

(f) favourably affect animal production, performance or welfare, particularly by 
affecting the gastro-intestinal flora or digestibility of feedingstuffs, or 

(g) have a coccidiostatic or histomonostatic effect. 

 

Feed additives should not: 

(a) have an adverse effect on animal health, human health or the environment, 

(b) be presented in a manner which may mislead the user, 

(c) harm the consumer by impairing the distinctive features of animal products or 
mislead the consumer with regard to the distinctive features of animal products. 

 

Antibiotics, other than coccidiostats or histomonostats, are not authorised as feed additives. 
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Feed additives play an important role in animal nutrition, addressing various aspects such as 
feed safety, reduction of environmental emissions and sustainability in livestock farming. 
Before placing feed additives on the market, authorisation must be obtained as specified in 
Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003. A summary of the authorisation process is given in Appendix 
1. 

Pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003, a list of the currently permitted feed additives 
can be found in the European Union Register of Feed Additives. The latest edition can be 
found at: 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/animal-feed/feed-additives/eu-register_en (accessed 21 
May 2019) 

This report provides an update for the National Reference Laboratory role for Feed Additives 
– Control and Authorisation for the year April 2018 to March 2019. 

 

2. EURL Training 2018 
Following on from the proficiency test (PT) the EURL ran in 2015, in June 2018 the EURL 
provided hands-on training to NRLs for the determination of carotenoids in feed. Training 
was deemed to be useful by the EURL as the results from the 2015 PT were not satisfactory. 
Of the labs that submitted results, 67 % (4 out of 6) obtained satisfactory results for 
astaxanthin and only 17 % (1 out of 6) obtained satisfactory results for canthaxanthin. 

Malvinder Singh, LGC attended the training held at the Joint Research Centre (JRC), Geel 
on 5th – 6th June 2018. The training involved the simultaneous determination of carotenoids 
in samples of fish feed and poultry feed. The carotenoids determined during the training 
were astaxanthin, canthaxanthin and adonirubin. 

The principle of the method is enzymatic proteolysis at 50°C followed by extraction with 
acetone, centrifugation and analysis by reverse phase HPLC with UV detection at 410 nm. 
The full method provided by the EURL is given in Appendix 2. 

 

3. EURL Proficiency Test 2018 
In 2018 the EURL for Feed Additives – Control ran a PT for NRLs for total selenium in 
compound feed.  
 
An invitation to participate in the PT was received on 26 March 2018 and one sample of 
compound feed was received on 26 May 2018. The deadline for submission of results was 
30 June 2018. 
 
The EURL was approached and, after discussions with the European Commission, agreed 
that UK official control laboratories (OCLs) could participate in the PT. Four labs registered 
to participate. 
 
The results submitted by all of the participants, together with the associated uncertainties 
and z-scores are presented in Table 1 and Figure 1. LGC is lab C-05 and obtained a 
satisfactory z-score of 0.4. 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/animal-feed/feed-additives/eu-register_en
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The four UK OCLs which participated in this PT are lab numbers O-06, O-11, O-23 and O-
24. The z-scores obtained by these labs were 24.7, 0.0, 1.8 and 0.0 respectively. The high z-
score was followed up informally with the Head of the laboratory concerned who noted the 
issue was investigated. 
 

 
 

Table 1: Summary of results from selenium proficiency test run by the EURL 
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Figure 1: Results of selenium PT with associated uncertainties 

 
 
 
The full report for the proficiency test can be found on the EURL-FA website at: 
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eurl-fa-control-proficiency-test-report (accessed 21 
May 2019) 
 

 

4.  EURL Proficiency Tests 2019 
Carotenoids 

Further to the training provided in 2018, in 2019 the EURL has organised a PT for the 
determination of the carotenoids astaxanthin, canthaxanthin and adonirubin in samples of 
compound feed. The invitation to register for the PT was received on 13 February 2019, with 
the samples being received on 26 March 2019. The deadline for submission of results is 26 
April 2019.  

The letter of invitation to participate stated that a limited number of places were available to 
OCLs if they wished to take part (the total number of participants able to take part was stated 
as being 25). The invitation was forwarded to the UK OCLs, together with a copy of the 
EURL’s method (Annex 2), no responses were received.  

Coccidiostats 

On 30 April 2019 an invitation to participate in the EURL’s second PT of 2019 was received. 
This PT focusses on the determination of coccidiostats in compound feed, with the 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eurl-fa-control-proficiency-test-report
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coccidiostats of interest being diclazuril, nicarbazin and narasin. The invitation implied that 
the coccidiostats could be at authorised or carry-over concentrations. This invitation also 
stated that the PT was open to OCLs, with a maximum total number of participants of 25. 
The invitation was forwarded to UK OCLs, one laboratory indicated an interest in 
participating. The samples are expected to be dispatched in May 2019 with a deadline for 
submission of results of 15 June 2019. 

 

5. OCL Training 
In the first week of April 2019 a week long residential course was held at Reading University 
on the Examination and Analysis of Foods. One of the sessions in the course was on feeds 
and feed additives with presentations given by Kevin Wardle of Public Analysts Scientific 
Services and Mark Bond, Food Standards Agency, respectively. Both lectures were well 
received.  The course is organised by the Government Chemist programme and the APA 
Educational Trust and accredited by the RSC. The course consists of a mix of lectures, 
laboratory practical sessions and interactive exercises and the participants are mainly from 
UK Public Analyst laboratories. 
 
The UK OCLs are regularly reminded that one of the roles of the NRL is to organise training 
exercises for OCLs and they have been asked if they have any current training needs. It has 
been explained that training provided by the NRL does not necessarily have to take the form 
of a formal PT but could be more specific or individual training if it would be of benefit. The 
OCLs have also been asked if, as an alternative to analysis, there were any areas where an 
advice note or guidance would be useful, for example with the calculation and application of 
measurement uncertainty, interpretation of any specific legislation or application of 
tolerances. To date, no requests for training have been received. 
 
In another area, we have been working on a validated method for the determination of 
theobromine in feed for CEN 327 working group 5. The method together with a paper on the 
validation procedure are expected to be published shortly and include the results of a 
collaborative trial in which the UK OCLs were well represented. 
 
 

6. Meetings and advice 
An update of NRL activities was presented to the Food Standards Agency on 1 August 2018. 

Michael Walker, Association of Public Analysts (APA) Training Officer, attended APA 
Training Committee meetings and gave updates on NRL activities when required. 

Throughout the year, advice was provided following enquiries by the Food Standards 
Agency in these areas: 

 Determination of selenium 

 Tolerances for amino acids 

 Nitrites in feedstuffs 

 

On 23 August 2018 Kirstin Gray and Mark Bond, FSA, attended a meeting in Brussels to 
review Regulation 152/2009 on laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for the 
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official control of feed. Discussions centred on the Annexes of the Regulation and whether 
the described methods were still fit for purpose or needed to be amended / removed. 

Information has also been provided and discussions held as to the possible effects on the UK on 
exit from the EU with or without a deal. On 26 November 2018 Kirstin Gray attended a meeting 
held by Defra and the FSA to define the problems and identify the solutions for the potential loss 
of access to EURLs. A detailed summary of the authorisation process for feed additives was also 
provided to help highlight gaps in the process, for example access to EFSA, that might arise 
following EU exit. 

Following on from enquiries made last year with regards to possible issues with low recoveries 
and high variation between replicate analyses for the determination of vitamin A, a further 
enquiry was made by one of the OCLs. The EURL has been contacted again for an update but, 
as yet, no response has been received.   

 

7. EURL Workshops 
The 18th EURL-Feed Additives Authorisation workshop was held in Brussels on 17th – 18th 

October 2018. The 7th EURL-Feed Additives Control workshop was held in Brussels on 18th 
– 19th October 2018. Michael Walker attended both workshops. 
 
Summary 

Please refer to the full proceedings for detailed coverage of the meetings. These were  
useful meetings with information exchange on potential problems and the availability of new 
methods, ideas and sources of assistance were key features, as well as networking with 
colleagues from across Europe engaged in similar activities. 

Some areas of analysis remain problematic: 

 Accurate determination of urea in pet food and other feedstuffs, see the full report of 
the Controls workshop, with information on enzymatic and LC-MS/MS methods.  

 Identification and enumeration of probiotics. 

 Single analyte v’s multi-analyte methods.  

The meeting included: 

 Insights into Feed Additive production and routine QC.  

 Approaches adopted by related areas e.g. the European Pharmacopoeia. 

 Exploration of UK attendance at EURL feed additive authorisation and control 
workshops post UK exit from EU. The EURL members and other NRLs were 
sympathetic, citing the attendance and participation of Norway, albeit no voting rights 
would be accorded.  

 The recent denial of authorisation of a riboflavin FA owing to presence of 
recombinant DNA and antibiotic resistant B.subtilis.  

 Assessment of botanical extract feed additives and their analysis. 

 Toxicological assessment of mixtures of compounds, e.g. flavourings and botanicals. 

 Increased efficiency of working by EFSA in face of more legislation and internal 
protocols and fewer resources. 
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The outcomes of the Optiphos collaborative trial were discussed. Six RMs were produced, 
consensus phytase activity was achieved, robust RSDr and robust RSDR, and a robust 
Opiphos conversion factor with its MU were elaborated. 

 

EURL-FA Future Perspectives  

Christoph von Holst (JRC-Geel) discussed several topics, (a) new colleagues,(b) the future 
format of this workshop and (c) rapporteur tasks. 

The current workshop structure is a mix of general and specific topics; there is limited 
involvement of NRLs despite appeals. Suggested for future workshops were: (a) invited 
presentations from NRLs about their activities, (b) joint discussion of selected dossiers, (c) 
training. A questionnaire will be sent out to gauge appetite. 

The tasks of Rapporteurs are detailed in Art. 5 of Regulation 378/2005. When reviewing the 
dossier the scientific comments from the NRL’s expertise are appreciated. But also valuable 
would be editorial proof reading – addressing such questions as ‘is the text 
understandable?’, even if the subject matter is not in the NRL’s immediate field of expertise. 
Even a response that the NRL is unable to evaluate as NRL does not have relevant 
expertise would be of assistance. 

 

Communications 

The new CIRCA website was discussed; emails should be considered as the exception.  
NRLs invited to explore the new system and report any difficulties. NRLs will be asked to 
update their expertise, a survey will be launched via CIRCA soon after the workshop. 

The executive summary of the proceedings from the Feed Additives Authorisation and 
Control workshops are provided in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 respectively. 

 

Glossary 

FA: Feed Additive 

LC-MS/MS: liquid chromatography with tandem mass spectrometry  

MU: Measurement Uncertainty 

Optiphos: a feed additive containing a specific phytase 

Opiphos conversion factor: a conversion factor between the "Optiphos" unit and the 
"international phytase" unit that would allow the application of an ISO method for determining 
phytase activity in matrices containing the Optiphos® products. 

Phytase: an enzyme that releases phosphate bound to the cereal compound phytic acid and 
hence less bioavailable 

RM: Reference material 

RSDr: Relative within laboratory standard deviation 

RSDR: Relative between laboratory standard deviation 
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8. EURL Work Programme for 2019 
The work programme for 2019 for the EURL Feed Additives – Control was described at the 
annual workshop in October. The main items are: 

 Maintenance and update of the web-based methods overview. 

 Help NRLs in obtaining pure standards of active substances, when not commercially 
available and when needed, and legally required, for enforcement of official control. 

 To organise proficiency tests for: 

o Carotenoids at authorised levels  

o Coccidiostats at authorised and / or cross contamination levels. 

 Follow-up with underperforming laboratories from the 2018 PT for selenium. 

 Analytical method development for the determination of p-phenetidine in 
feedingstuffs and the organisation of a corresponding interlaboratory study. 

 Establish a MS/MS semi-targeted profiling database of feed additives for market 
control. 

 Annual workshop (provisional dates 21 – 25 October 2019).  

 

9.        NRL Forward Workplan 
Secretariat services  
The NRL will continue to disseminate information, as appropriate, between the EURL, FSA 
and OCLs.  
 
Advice and representation within the UK and internationally  
Advice will be provided, as requested. The NRL will be represented at relevant meetings, for 
example, the EURL workshops, for as long as the UK is invited to attend. 
 
Production of standard operating procedures, codes of practice and guidance 
documents  
As requested by the FSA, contribution will be made to the development of standardised 
operating procedures, relevant codes of practice and guidance documents for use by OCLs 
and other relevant laboratories.  
  
Compliance assessment via audits and ring trials  
The NRL will participate in relevant PTs and method validation studies and co-ordinate the 
participation of UK OCLs, as appropriate. Training exercises for the UK OCLs will be 
planned and organised as and when they are deemed necessary. 
 
Co-ordination within the UK of international initiatives  
Where appropriate, the recommendations of international organisations related to the 
standardisation of testing methods will be co-ordinated.  

 
Communication of results and data use  
The NRL will provide updates to the FSA, including an annual report. 
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10. NRL website 
LGC’s website has been updated and information about our NRL roles can now be found at: 

https://www.lgcgroup.com/what-we-do/national-laboratory-and-government-roles/national-
laboratory-roles/national-reference-laboratories/ (accessed 21 May 2019) 

 

11. UK OCLs accreditation status 
One of the NRLs roles is to maintain a list of the accreditation status of relevant OCLs. Table 
2 presents the accreditation status with regards to feed and feedingstuffs as of October 
2018, according to the schedules published on the UKAS website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lgcgroup.com/what-we-do/national-laboratory-and-government-roles/national-laboratory-roles/national-reference-laboratories/
https://www.lgcgroup.com/what-we-do/national-laboratory-and-government-roles/national-laboratory-roles/national-reference-laboratories/
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Laboratory UKAS accreditation status - Feed additives 

Hampshire Scientific Services No reference to feed / feed additives apart from melamine in feed. 

Kent Scientific Services 

The following are accredited in animal feedingstuffs: Aflatoxins B1, B2, G1 and 
G2, Ash Content, Citrinin, Crude Fibre, Copper, Inorganic Arsenic, Lead and 
Cadmium, Moisture, Nitrogen, Oil, Vitamin A and Vitamin E, Total Mercury, 
Fumonisins, B1 and B2, Ergot Alkaloids (Ergocornine, Ergocristine, 
Ergocryptine, Ergometrine, Ergosine, Ergotamine), Deoxynivalenol, Arsenic, 
Histamine, Mercury, Additives, colourings, preservatives and related 
contaminants & composition 

Lancashire County Scientific 
Services 

The following are accredited in animal feedingstuffs: Ash, Crude oil and fat, 
Fibre, Moisture, Protein (calculated value), Vitamin A, Vitamin E, Cadmium, 
Cobalt, Copper, Iron, Lead, Magnesium, Manganese, Zinc 

Worcestershire Scientific 
Services 

The following are accredited in animal feedingstuffs: Crude oil and fat, Moisture, 
Nitrogen and crude protein, Ash, Crude Fibre, Aflatoxins G1, G2, B1, B2, Ash, 
Dietary fibre, Energy content (by calculation), Fat, Moisture, Nitrogen and crude 
protein, Ochratoxin A, pH, Salt (expressed as Sodium Chloride), Sodium, Sorbic 
and Benzoic acid, Sulphur dioxide, Total volatile bases/Total volatile nitrogen  

Aberdeen Scientific Services 

The following are accredited in animal feedingstuffs: Aflatoxins - B1, B2, G1 and 
G2 and total aflatoxins, Arsenic and Selenium, Ash, Calcium and Magnesium, 
Iron, Copper, Manganese, Zinc, Lead, Cadmium, Nitrogen, Oil, Protein, Crude 
fibre, Vitamin A and E 

Dundee City Council Scientific 
Service (Tayside Scientific 

Services) 

The following are accredited in animal feedingstuffs: Additives, colourings, 
preservatives and related contaminants, Composition, Aflatoxin B1, B2, G1, G2 
and Ochratoxin A, Deoxynivalenol, Zearalenone, Ash, Crude Fibre, Moisture, Oil 
(total), Nitrogen and crude protein, Nitrogen and Protein, Vitamins A and E, 
Cobalt, Copper, Iron, Manganese, Zinc, Cadmium, Lead, Arsenic, Selenium 

Edinburgh Scientific Services 

The following are accredited in animal feedingstuffs: Aflatoxins - B1, B2, G1, G2, 
Ochratoxin A, Ash, Acid insoluble ash, Crude Fibre, Oil/Fat, Moisture, Nitrogen, 
Protein, Arsenic, Cadmium, Cobalt, Copper, Lead, Mercury, Selenium and Zinc, 
Vitamins A, and E 

Glasgow Scientific Services 

The following are accredited in feedingstuffs: Ash, Crude fibre, Fat/Oil, Crude 
Oils and Fats, Moisture, Nitrogen, Protein content of feeding stuffs, Crude 
protein, Cadmium, Copper, Lead, Selenium, Zinc, Calcium, Iron, Magnesium, 
Manganese, Phosphorus, Vitamin A, Vitamin E 

Public Analyst Scientific 
Services, Wolverhampton 

No specific reference to feed / feed additives. 

Minton, Treharne and Davies 
Limited, Carmarthenshire 

The following are accredited in animal feedingstuffs: Ash, Copper, Crude Fibre, 
Lead and Cadmium, Moisture, Nitrogen and Protein, Oil, Generic protocol for the 
development of methods of analysis 

 

Table 2: Accreditation status of UK OCLs as of October 2018
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Appendix 1: Summary of current authorisation 
process for feed additives 
The procedure for authorisation of feed additives is described in Commission Regulation 
(EC) 1831/2003 on additives for use in animal nutrition https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?qid=1558444348834&uri=CELEX:02003R1831-20151230 (accessed 21 
May 2019) 

In summary, the authorisation procedure involves the following steps: 

• The applicant sends a declaration form to the EURL who check the information. The 
appropriate fee is calculated by the EURL and paid by the applicant. 

• The completed application form is sent by the applicant to the European 
Commission (DG Santé). 

• Reference samples are sent to the EURL by the applicant. 

• The Commission (EFSA) makes all the information provided by the applicant 
available to the EURL who evaluate the technical dossier (see below for information 
provided). At the same time EFSA carry out a scientific assessment. 

• The Rapporteur (EURL or a NRL) prepares an initial report which is made available 
to NRLs for peer review. Comments received are incorporated into a revised version of 
the evaluation report which is sent, via the EURL if they were not the Rapporteur, to 
EFSA, DG Santé and the applicant. 

• If the evaluation report indicated that further testing and / or validation is required, 
the EURL provide a detailed work-plan. 

• The Commission prepare a draft Regulation to grant or deny authorisation. 

Authorisations are valid for 10 years and applications can be made to the European 
Commission to renew authorisation. 

EFSA are required to provide an opinion within 6 months of receipt of a valid application 
and the Commission is required to prepare a draft Regulation to grant or deny authorisation 
within 3 months or receiving EFSA’s report. 

Guidelines to the authorisation process have been published on the EURL Feed Additives 
webpage: https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/eurl/feed-additives/guidance-for-applicants (accessed 
21 May 2019) 

The applicant is required to send the following information to EFSA who then forward it to 
the EURL for review:  

(a) name and address;  

(b) the identification of the feed additive, a proposal for its classification by category and 
functional group under Article 6 of Commission Regulation (EC) 1831/2003, and its 
specifications, including, where applicable, purity criteria;  

(c) a description of the method of production, manufacturing and intended uses of the feed 
additive, of the method of analysis of the additive in feed according to its intended use and, 
where appropriate, of the method of analysis for the determination of the level of residues of 
the feed additive, or its metabolites, in food;  

(d) a copy of the studies which have been carried out and any other material which is 
available to demonstrate that the feed additive satisfies the criteria laid down in Article 5(2) 
and (3), i.e. that it is safe and has the necessary favourable characteristics;  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1558444348834&uri=CELEX:02003R1831-20151230
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1558444348834&uri=CELEX:02003R1831-20151230
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/eurl/feed-additives/guidance-for-applicants
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(e) proposed conditions for placing the feed additive on the market, including labelling 
requirements and, where appropriate, specific conditions for use and handling (including 
known incompatibilities), use levels in complementary feedingstuffs and animal species and 
categories for which the feed additive is intended;  

(f) a written statement that three samples of the feed additive have been sent by the 
applicant directly to the Community reference laboratory; 

(g) for additives which, according to the proposal under point (b), do not belong to either 
category (a) or category (b) referred to in Article 6(1) (technological additives and sensory 
additives respectively), and for additives falling within the scope of Community legislation 
relating to the marketing of products consisting of, containing or produced from GMOs, a 
proposal for post-market monitoring;  

(h) a summary containing the information provided under points (a) to (g);  

(i) for additives falling within the scope of Community legislation relating to the marketing of 
products consisting of, containing or produced from GMOs, details of any authorisation 
granted in accordance with the applicable legislation.  

The fees for the authorisation of a new feed additive are detailed in Commission Regulation 
(EC) No 378/2005 (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?qid=1558444527803&uri=CELEX:02005R0378-20151022 ) (accessed 21 
May 2019) and are EUR 6000 for one feed additive. 

According to the EURL for feed additives authorisation’s activity report for 2017, 31 
applications were evaluated during the year. 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1558444527803&uri=CELEX:02005R0378-20151022
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1558444527803&uri=CELEX:02005R0378-20151022
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Appendix 2: EURL method for the determination of 
carotenoids 
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Appendix 3: Executive summary of the proceedings 
of the Feed Additives Authorisation workshop  
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Appendix 4: Executive summary of the proceedings 
of the Feed Additives Control workshop 
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